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INTECOL 2013 – Into the next 100 years
Symposium application form 
18-23 August, International Conference Centre, ExCel, London 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 30 November 2011. Please return completed application forms to intecol@BritishEcologicalSociety.org or to INTECOL British Ecological Society, Charles Darwin House, 12 Roger Street, London WC1N 2JU. Please use these contact details for all queries. 
	TITLE OF SYMPOSIUM



	PRINCIPAL ORGANISER (Include name, institution/ affiliation and contact address, email and telephone)



	CO ORGANISERS (Include name, institution/ affiliation and contact address, email and telephone. Indicate which of the organisers will serve as a chairperson for the symposium. Note that the chairperson may not be a speaker in the symposium)



	SPEAKERS (Include names, institutions/ affiliations, contact email and proposed titles and topics. Please confirm which are confirmed and which are tentative)


	DESCRIPTION (No more than 1000 words. The description should focus on the theme, structure, goals and objectives of the proposal)


	JUSTIFICATION (No more than 500 words. The justification should focus on how the assessment criteria are met by the proposal)


	Signed                                                                                Date



GUIDANCE NOTES
1. Applications must be on no more than six sides of A4. Applications exceeding this limit will be returned.

2. All applications must be received by 6pm on 30 November 2011. Applications received after this deadline will not be considered.

3. All applications will receive a confirmation within two working days of the application being submitted.

4. Once a symposium has been accepted cancellation causes serious disruption to Congress planning.  Do not submit a proposal if you are uncertain that you will be able to fulfill your obligations to organise and run the symposium.
5. For all queries please contact intecol@BritishEcologicalSociety.org
EVALUATION PROCESS AND CRITERIA
All proposals will be assessed by the International Scientific Committee.  Your proposal might be accepted, declined or you may be offered the option to present the work in an alternative format, for example, a workshop.  The results of the application process will be announced in March 2012.   

The following criteria will be used when assessing proposals:

Scientific strength

Symposia are the cornerstone of the scientific programme and should

· offer significant contributions to the understanding of the subject and advance the science of ecology,

· focus on future developments,

· present innovative or interdisciplinary approaches,

· have broad enough appeal to generate large audiences at the Congress.  

Structure and organisation

Talks within symposia need to be clearly integrated and need to be structured to

· provide a short synthesis or review,

· be a look forward to the future of the area, not a look back at past achievements or a set of related case studies,

· avoid taking too narrow a perspective,

· be interesting to an international audience,

· ensure each talk has clear relevance to the symposium topic.
Speakers 

Keynote speakers should have a high profile in their field.  Invited speakers may be a mix of well-established scientists, rising stars and newcomers.  All speakers should bring new contributions to the session, not simply reviews of previous work.  All proposals must have the keynote speaker confirmed but proposals with a larger number of confirmed speakers will be favoured.  All speakers must submit an abstract via the Congress website once the call for abstracts is open and it is the responsibility of the symposium organiser to ensure this happens.  

Supporters 

Symposium organisers are encouraged to seek support for their proposals from national and pan-national ecological societies or other organisations interested in the advancement of ecological science.  Support can be provided in many ways including help with development of the proposal and funding for speakers.  If the proposal is accepted support will be acknowledged in the Congress programme. 

PROPOSAL ACCEPTANCE

After symposia are accepted and scheduling for the meeting is underway cancellations are very disruptive.  Symposia organisers should obtain firm commitment from as many of their speakers as possible before submitting their proposal.

The Congress is not able to provide any financial assistance, stipends, free registration, travel assistance or paid lodging to symposia organisers or to individual symposium participants.  Organisers are responsible for making this clear to participants.

Symposia organisers are encouraged to seek support for their proposals, the Congress organisers will provide promotional material and letter templates. For more information please email intecol@britishecologicalsociety.org

If successful, organisers are responsible for notifying all participants in their symposium.  

British Ecological Society
Charles Darwin House
12 Roger Street, London WC1N 2JU 
Tel: 0207 685 2500
intecol@BritishEcologicalSociety.org   www.BritishEcologicalSociety.org
